Heritage at Risk: Preservation of 20th Century Architecture and World Heritage 

Moscow, 17-20th April 2006

It is well known that Russian Avant-garde and Constructivist architecture of the 1920s - early 1930s made one of the most important contributions to the International Modern Movement. But the deadline for rescuing some of these buildings is fast approaching. 

Russian specialists and foreign architects have been aware of the plight of the treasures of the Russian Avant-garde for years. Unfortunately this architecture is not appreciated inside Russia itself. Russia’s professional community has tried hard to lobby the cause of these buildings, but with few results.

Bearing in mind the importance of the Russian architectural Avant-garde in international terms as well as the strong creative interrelations between Russia and other countries, it is evident that this is not only Russia’s heritage, but the world’s.

The conference will be divided into the following sections: 20th century architecture and World Heritage; Russian Avant-garde architecture in an international context; Conservation practice for 20th century architecture; 20th century built heritage in architectural education. Separate round tables will address major issues such as: the preservation of Konstantin Melnikov’s buildings, the preservation of Narkomfin, Le Corbusier’s Tsentresoyuz, and specific metro stations. 

Specialists from all over the world will take part in the conference, including the US, Canada, Germany, France, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Italy, Croatia, Finland, Poland, Bulgaria, Turkey, Israel, Argentina and Australia.

The conference is organized in co-operation with ICOMOS International, with support of World Monuments Fund, DOCOMOMO International and International Union of Architects (UIA), by the Russian Academy for Architecture and Building Sciences, Russia’s UNESCO Commission, Russia’s Ministry for Culture and mass communications, the Union of Architects of Russia, the Moscow Union of Architects, the Moscow Committee on Architecture and Town-planning ‘Moskomarchitektura’, the Moscow Committee for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage ‘Moskomnasledije’, the Schusev Architecture Museum and other national institutions. The conference is held under patronage of the Moscow Government.

General partner of the conference is CAPITAL GROUP.

Main venues for the conference:

17 April The Moscow Shchusev Architecture Museum, 5 Vozdvizhenka.

18 April The Zuev Club, 18 Lesnaya Street

19 April Central House of the Architect, 7 Granatny Lane

20 April The Moscow Architecture Institute, 11 Rozdestvenka;

   Kropotkinskaya Metro Station 


Further information and the Conference programme can be found on the Moscow Architecture Preservation Society website: www.maps-moscow.com
Attendance of the four sections and the round tables is free. 
Journalist accreditation on: +7 495 258 0455, +7 495 290 3243 (Union of Moscow Architects).

